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Mark Your Calendars:            
                                                  
 
 
IPAC Canada 2020 NaƟonal EducaƟon Conference:  May 3‐6th, Winnipeg, Manitoba 
               20/20 Vision.  What’s on the Horizon?  Start applying for scholarships and       
 funding now.  Diversey info   Gojo info    Chlorox info (new)                          
 SASKPIC applicaƟon and Policy  
 
                 
   

Highlights from the World of InfecƟon Control:  
 
Germs are everywhere:  Stay healthy over the holidays by reviewing when and how you wash your hands 
 
PrevenƟng transmission of bloodborne viruses from infected HCWs to PaƟents:  New Canadian Guidelines  
 
Micro Cases Study:  A 54 year old with vomiƟng and diarrhea followed by pneumonia 
 
Disease of the Week:  Scarlet Fever—check out the quiz 
 
Food Safety Tips for the Holidays 
 
Engineers create a toilet bowel coaƟng so slippery that ‘human waste can’t sƟck to it’ 
 
Canadian Nurse:  Nurses are criƟcal in effecƟve anƟmicrobial stewardship  
 
Reducing  unnecessary urine culturing & AnƟbioƟc overprescribing in LTC: A before and aŌer analysis 
 
5 Steps to Fewer Surgical Site InfecƟons   
 
Test your Superbug IQ:  5 quesƟons about anƟbioƟc resistance from recent headlines  
 
The Lancet (InfecƟous Diseases):  Are booster doses of yellow fever vaccine needed? 
 
Alberta Health Services:  How to ensure mobile electronic devices are kept clean in health care seƫngs 
 
8 Crucial Ɵmes to pracƟce hand hygiene in the Community from the Royal Society for Public Health—Instagram graphic 
  
“To Err is Human” revisited:  Serious paƟent safety and quality issues remain 20 years later  
  
Follow us on TwiƩer @PICNS1 for  current and interesƟng stories from the world of InfecƟon PrevenƟon and Control. If you 
have quesƟon or a great resource to share and want to let others know about–contact us  infecƟoncontrol@saskhealthauthority.ca 
 

https://ipac-canada.org/conference-and-education.php�
https://ipac-canada.org/diversey-scholarship.php�
https://ipac-canada.org/gojo-scholarship.php�
https://ipac-canada.org/clorox-scholarship.php�
https://saskpic.ipac-canada.org/photos/custom/Application%20for%20Financial%20Assistance.pdf�
https://saskpic.ipac-canada.org/photos/custom/Request%20for%20Financial%20Assistance%20Policy%20and%20Procedure.pdf�
https://www.cdc.gov/handwashing/when-how-handwashing.html�
https://www.canada.ca/content/dam/phac-aspc/documents/services/reports-publications/canada-communicable-disease-report-ccdr/monthly-issue/2019-45/issue-12-december-5-2019/ccdrv45i12a03-eng.pdf�
https://labmedicineblog.com/2019/12/10/a-54-year-old-with-vomiting-and-diarrhea-followed-by-pneumonia/�
https://www.cdc.gov/dotw/scarletfever/index.html?deliveryName=USCDC_201-DM14962�
https://www.cdc.gov/foodsafety/communication/holidays.html?deliveryName=USCDC_201-DM14515�
https://www.cbc.ca/radio/asithappens/as-it-happens-wednesday-edition-1.5366329/engineers-create-a-toilet-bowl-coating-so-slippery-that-human-waste-can-t-stick-to-it-1.5366333�
https://canadian-nurse.com/en/articles/issues/2019/november-2019/nurses-are-critical-in-effective-antimicrobial-stewardship�
http://cmajopen.ca/content/7/1/E174.full�
http://www.outpatientsurgery.net/surgical-facility-administration/infection-control/5-steps-to-fewer-ssis--11-19?utm-source=Email&utm-medium=Newsletter&utm-content=12-11-19&utm-campaign=Periop-Today�
https://www.pewtrusts.org/en/research-and-analysis/articles/2019/11/18/test-your-superbug-iq?utm_campaign=2019-11-18+ARP&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Pew%09�
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/article/PIIS1473-3099(19)30411-6/fulltext?dgcid=raven_jbs_etoc_email�
https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/assets/healthinfo/ipc/hi-ipc-bpg-connect-care-cln-mobl-elect-devices-info.pdf�
https://www.instagram.com/p/BzPyEqGA4u7/�
https://www.jointcommission.org/issues/article.aspx?Article=3V01Sj3vqxfwHJ0PTIijB1AH9VsvG0BYd/E2bY2LheM=&j=4176906&e=lspruce@aorn.org&l=114228_HTML&u=152623768&mid=1064717&jb=0�
https://twitter.com/picns1�
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ConnecƟons     

Public Health Ontario Talk (9 minutes):  AnƟbioƟcs and the Zoo living in you (your microbiome) 

CDC releases updated guidance:  Infrastructure and RouƟne PracƟces for OccupaƟonal InfecƟon PrevenƟon & Control Services 

Non‐VenƟlator Healthcare‐Associated Pneumonia—APIC PracƟce PosiƟon Statement:  Are you aware of the importance of 
pneumonia prevenƟon and it’s relaƟonship to oral hygiene? The Nov 7th Webber Teleclass by MarƟn Kiernan is  a 
great educaƟonal tool for this topic . Ask your local InfecƟon Control Professional about how to access it. 

Public Health Ontario has updated their LTC Urinary Tract InfecƟon Program.  It has great educaƟonal tools, communicaƟon  
materials and Fact Sheets to help reduce harm to residents and decrease the risk of anƟmicrobial resistance.         
Here’s a 2 minute video with an overview 

InfecƟon Control Risk Assessments (ICRA) are essenƟal to  protect and reduce the risk of infecƟon during the design,                
 construc Ɵon and renovaƟon of all health care faciliƟes.  Find out more about ICRA here  
 
Here’s a Link to 5 educaƟon videos on superbugs, hand hygiene, home from the hospital ++ from Health Services Ireland 

Have you heard? 
 … about foldscopes?  It will help make microscopes as ubiquitous as pencils.  Bring the giŌ of microscopy to family & friends  

… the emergence of Canine Parvovirus, a highly infecƟous virus that kill thousands of dogs a year —dog lovers will want to 

check out this Microbe Talk Podcast  

… the IPAC Canada PosiƟon Statement on “EssenƟal Oils in Healthcare Seƫngs”.  Use of these  popular remedies is increasing 

Answers to QuesƟons You May Need in the Future: 

Immunoglobulins are available for which of the following? 

1. Tetanus      2.  Rubella      3.  Pertussis 4.  Varicella‐zoster  

A. 1, 2, 3                          B.  2, 3, 4           

C.    1, 3, 4                          D.  1, 2, 4 

 

Answer found here  

If you have a quesƟon or event/project you’d like to share send it to:   

infecƟoncontrol@saskhealthauthority.ca 

Upcoming Webber Teleclasses      hƩp://www.webbertraining.com/schedulep1.php    *internaƟonal, or check Ɵme               

With our provincial subscripƟon, if  you miss the live Teleclass, you can always go back and watch at a later date.                            

Wednesday Dec 18th:  Free Class  ‐ CLEANING IN HEALTHCARE  

Friday January 17th:  Free Class—The 2019 WHO GLOBAL SURVEY 

Friday January 31st:  BARRIERS AND FACILITATORS TO C. DIFFICLE INFECTION PREVENTION –A NURSING PERSPECTIVE 

Wednesday February 5th:*  ISSUES IN ANTIFUNGAL STEWARDSHIP:  AN OPPORTUNITY THAT SHOULD NOT BE LOST 

Friday February 7th:  Free Class—THE EFFECTIVENESS OF TUBERCULOSIS INFECTION CONTROL STRATEGIES IN HIGH HIV/TB     
SETTINGS 

Thursday February 13th:  THE INTRODUCTION OF RISK‐BASED ASSESSMENT FOR THE MANAGEMENT OF ESBL PATIENTS IN 
 ACUTE CARE 

https://www.publichealthontario.ca/en/about/blog/2019/pho-talks-bradley-langford�
https://www.cdc.gov/infectioncontrol/pdf/guidelines/infection-control-HCP-H.pdf�
https://apic.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/PositionPaper_NVHAP_2019_v3.pdf�
https://www.publichealthontario.ca/en/health-topics/antimicrobial-stewardship/uti-program?tab=4&_cldee=Z3dlbi5jZXJrb3duaWFrQHNhc2thdG9vbmhlYWx0aHJlZ2lvbi5jYQ%3d%3d&recipientid=contact-25dec0a5b4a2e611837d0050569e0009-8a5a3818d7e04c2380e014070fb07e64&esid=2�
https://www.publichealthontario.ca/en/videos/uti-program�
https://www.swcarpenters.org/icra/�
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLsQK32cdMW_xqe13tnm1ncO2XseADCuMo�
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ky-cqSI5mwE&feature=youtu.be�
https://microbiologysociety.org/blog/microbe-talk-the-emergence-of-parvovirus.html�
https://ipac-canada.org/photos/custom/Members/pdf/Essential%20Oils%20Position%20Statement_2019Oct_final.pdf�
https://saskpic.ipac-canada.org/photos/custom/December%202019%20Answer%20and%20Rationale.pdf�
http://www.webbertraining.com/schedulep1.php�
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